fancy; and I would worship her at a distance for a long time,
never venturing to seek her acquaintance. If by accident I was
thrown into her company, I was too timid, too credulous, too
chivalrously respectful, to presume on what bystanders could
plainly perceive to be the strongest encouragement; and in the
end some more experienced cavalier would bear off the prize with-
out a word of protest from me. At last a widow lady at whose
house I sometimes visited, and of whose sentiments towards me
I had not the least suspicion, grew desperate at my stupidity, and
one evening threw herself into my arms and confessed her passion
for me. The surprise, the flattery, my inexperience, and her pretty
distress, overwhelmed me. I was incapable of the brutality of re-
pulsing her; and indeed for nearly a month I enjoyed without
scruple the pleasure she gave me, and sought her company when-
ever I could find nothing better to do. It was my first consum-
mated love affair; and though for nearly two years the lady had
no reason to complain of my fidelity, I found the romantic side of
our intercourse, which seemed never to pall on her, tedious, un-
reasonable, and even forced and insincere except at rare moments,
when the power of love made her beautiful, body and soul. Un-
fortunately, I had no sooner lost my illusions, my timidity, and
my boyish curiosity about women, than I began to attract them
irresistibly. My amusement at this soon changed to dismay. I
became the subject of fierce jealousies: in spite of my utmost tact
there was not a married friend of mine with whom I did not find
myself sooner or later within an ace of a groundless duel. My ser-
vant amused himself by making a list of these conquests of mine,
not dreaming that I never took advantage of them, much less
that my preference for young and unmarried admirers, on which
he rallied me as far as he dared, was due to the fact that their in-
nocence and shyness protected me from advances which many
matrons of my acquaintance made without the least scruple as
soon as they found that none were to be expected from me. I had
repeatedly to extricate myself from disagreeable positions by
leaving the neighborhood, a method of escape which my wander-
ing habits made easy to me, but which, also, I fear, brought me
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